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	 In the 1800’s, orphans posed a real problem on the streets 
of Bristol and throughout England, for that matter. With no 

one to care for them their only options for survival were 
the workhouses which were often run by greedy and 

cruel managers (imagine Oliver Twist); factories which 
worked them mercilessly with twelve hour days or 

the streets where they begged, stole or worse.

A young German by the name of George Müller 
was called to Bristol to pastor a church, along 
with his English wife, Mary. They felt directed 
by God to start an orphan house that was 
rather unusual for its time. It was both free 
and sustained solely by prayer and trust in 
a faithful God.

Starting with one orphan house at 
#6 Wilson Street they persevered in 
prayer and God proved faithful. They 
eventually built �ve buildings, housing 
up to 300 orphans each, just outside 
the city, at Ashley Downs. They are 
still standing to this day but are now a 
college and private residences. Over 
the 117 years of their existence the 
Müller homes provided safety, care 
and spiritual instruction to almost 
18,000 of England’s orphans.
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